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Understanding society and politics in Iran through the conflict between the concepts of
bureaucracy and prebendalism

Nooh Monavvary!
Sina Chegini®

Abstract:

The concept of "prebendal state" has been adopted in recent years to understand the
structure of the political economy of countries such as Iran, Nigeria, etc. In prebendal states,
elites and officials consider themselves entitled to greater public resources, and the basis of
governance is based on advocacy networks and the distribution of resources among powerful
and close influential people. In other words, in prebendalism it is the personal interest of
government agents that overrides public and legal goals. But using the concept of
"prebendalism" without considering its correspondence with the concept of "bureaucracy"
would be incomplete and inefficient, especially in the context of Weberian sociology.
Bureaucracy in the Weberian sense, despite all the harm it does, is an area of meritocracy and
thinking of the public interest over the personal. This article is a preliminary attempt to
theoretically analyze society and politics in Iran from the perspective of the concepts of
prebendalism and bureaucracy, which while reviewing historical bias in Iran, expresses the
importance of the applicability of these concepts in Iran today. The purpose of this article is
to insist that looking at the structure of Iran's political economy in the light of concepts such
as prebendalism and bureaucracy can provide an opportunity to correct and supplement other
approaches to political economy, approaches that only re-read some trends in political
economy.
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